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The value of excess equipment in the state has been 
reduced to less than .7 percent. 

The 1729th Maintenance Company in Havre de 
Grace won the 21st Connelly Award for excellence in 
Food Service for the State of Maryland. Headquarters 
and Light Maintenance Company, 729th Maintenance 

ARMY AVIATION 
At the end of fiscal year 1988, the Maryland Army 

National Guard's Aviation Program supported 12 avia
tion units with a combined authorization of 75 aircraft. 
Operating from the Army Aviation Support Facility at 
Weide Army Airfield at the Edgewood Area of Aberdeen 
Proving Ground, this combined maintenance and train
ing base employs more than 65 full-time technicians. 

The major aviation units which conduct their flying 
operations at Weide Airfield include the 29th Aviation 
Brigade, 29th Infantry Division (Light), the 29th Air Traf
fic Control Group and the Mobilization AVCRAD Con
trol Element. 

More than 150 aviators flew the 60 rotary and four 
fixed-wing aircraft assigned to the Maryland Army Na
tional Guard. They logged 7,280 hours without any ma
jor accidents. Training included use of night vision gog
gles at Nap of the Earth flight levels not only in 
Maryland, but also at the Joint Readiness Training 
Center at Fort Chaffee, Ark. 

MAJOR COMMANDS (MDARNG) 
DIVISION SUPPORT COMMAND 

The Division Support Command 29th ID (L), sustain
ed the division soldiers by providing for the logistical 
needs of the force. 

Staff Sgt. Richard Evans, left, and Sgt. Bernard Chester of 
the Maryland Army National Guard's 229th Supply and 
Transportation Battalion unload boxes full of donated 
nonperishable food at the Maryland Food Bank in Baltimore. 
(Photo by Staff Sgt. Perry E. Thorsvik) 

With headquarters located at Ruhl Armory in Towson 
and subordinate elementS in Baltimore City, and 
Baltimore, Washington and Allegeny counties, this 
command supported the medical, supply, transporta
tion and maintenance needs during annual training 
periods at Fort Chaffee, Ark. and Forts A.P. Hill and 

Battalion was the runner-up. 
The Directorate presented a two-day course on food 

service and field sanitation to all units of the Maryland 
Army National Guard. New ration accounting pro
cedures required extensive training and assistance 
visits to many units. 

An Army National Guard AH-1S Cobra attack helicopter 
stands ready at Weide Army Airfield at the Edgewood Area 
of Aberdeen Proving Grounds. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Billy W. 
Snyder) 

Pickett in Virginia. 
The 29th DISCOM supported Operation Thunderbolt 

II at Fort A.P. Hill, Va. on August 4, 1988, by providing 
essential medical services, required meals and liquids 
for soldiers, civic leaders, educators, employers and 
guests who attended this combined-arms, live-fire 
exercise. 

During 1988, DISCOM conducted its third " rites of 
passage" training , a vigorous and challenging series 
of individual and team tasks consisting of an obstacle 
course, leadership reaction course as well as problems 
that enhance the soldier's basic and common task 
skills. Both organic and attached elements as well as 
the 629th Military Intelligence Battalion underwent this 
training. It also provided medical and transportation 
support for divisional and non-divisional units of the 
Maryland Army National Guard. 

In fulfilling its state mission, DISCOM units again pro
vided transportation in support of the Maryland Food 
Bank, a food-for-the-needy program conducted in 
Baltimore City and provided equipment for many civic 
associations during the year. 

This command participated in many local parades, 
including the Towson Fourth of July and the " I Am An 
American Day" parades, and the Washington County 
Independence Day celebration at Antietam Battlefield. 

The men and women of the 29th Division Support 
Command, Maryland Army National Guard are 
dedicated to the support of the light Infantry soldiers, 
and personify the spirit of the famed 29th Infantry Divi
sion - " 29 - Let's Go!" 
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3rd BRIGADE, 29th INFANTRY DIVISION (Light) 
Providing the light infantry combat capability is the of rugged terrain in western Arkansas, the Marylanders 

3rd Brigade's mission. were pitted against a tough, authentic-looking oppos-
Soldiers from the Headquarters & Headquarters Co. , ing force in a realistic, free-play scenario. 

3rd Brigade and Company B, 2nd Battalion, 110th Field Soldiers, their weapons and other equipment - to 
Artillery in Pikesville, along with the 1st Battalion, 11 Sth include helicopters - on both sides were outfitted with 
Infantry, with units in Silver Spring, Olney, Frederick the Multiple Integrated Laser Engagement or " MILES" 
and Greenbelt, along with their vehicles and armament, System. When a laser equipped weapon scores a "hit" 
deployed by rail , air and interstate highway to Fort Chat- on a man or machine, the MILES system emits a 
fee, Arkansas's Joint Readiness Training Center screeching sound. · 
(JRTC) in April. Intensive training in a simulated com- During Operation Alpine Thunder in July 1988, com-
bat environment was the order of the day for the 3rd bined forces from the 2nd Battalion, 175th Infantry in 
Brigade, part of the first Guard or Reserve unit to train Dundalk, Towson, Parkville and Company A, 2nd Bat-
at the JRTC. Duplicating the sights, sounds, pressures talion, 11 Sth Infantry in Glen Burnie along with an at-
and deprivations of actual combat on the 72,000 acres tached company from the United Kingdom at Fort 

Pickett, Va. participated in a division-controlled air 
assault, recapture and defense of an allied city over
thrown by communist forces, an exercise which involv
ed military training in an urban setting. 

Members of Company A, 1-11 Sth traveled overseas 
to train with members of the 2nd Battalion, Yorkshire 
Volunteers. 

In August, the 3rd Brigade's annual training conclud
ed with Operation Thunderbolt II , which featured a com
bined-arms, live-fire scenario, including weapons rang
ing from individual assault rifles to helicopter and an
titank missiles. A highlight of this exercise was the 
presence of more than 250 community leaders in
cluding the governor of Maryland. 
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ROTC Cadet Andrew B. Bibo, a member of the Maryland Ar
my National Guard's Company C, 1st Battalion, 175th Infan
try Regiment, demonstrates an M-16 breakdown to JROTC 
students after a citywide drill competition. (Photo by Staff Sgt. 
Billy W. Snyder) 

In support of community teenagers, the 1st Battalion, 
175th Infantry sponsored a drill competition for Junior 
R.O.T.C. students from seven Baltimore City high ( 
schools. 

TROOP COMMAND 
With responsibility for the command and control of 

all 24 non-divisional units in the Maryland Army Na
tional Guard, the Troop Command encompasses 
engineer, maintenance, air traffic control, aircraft repair 
depot, band, public affairs, military police, transporta
tion, rear area operation, combat support hospital and 
special forces units. 

Training for Troop Command units is as varied as 
the units themselves. For example, several units train
ed in Italy, Turkey, Germany, and the Netherlands in 
support of NATO exercises. In serving Maryland, the 
121 st Engineer Battalion built two pedestrian suspen
sion bridges and a 350-foot boardwalk on the Savage 
River in Western Maryland to support the World 
Whitewater Championship. The Maryland Army Na
tional Guard's 229th Army Band played a major role 
in support of the event itself in June by providing 
ceremonial support as well as entertainment. The 29th 
Public Affairs Detachment provided broadcast or 
printed news coverage of every major event to keep 
Maryland citizens informed of the Guard's role in state 
and national defense. 

Troop Command units are located from one end of 
Maryland to the other: the 1229th Transportation Com
pany is headquartered in Crisfield in the lower part of 
the Eastern Shore, while Company C, 121 st Engineer 
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Battalion is located in Oakland in the western-most part 
of the state. 

Offering " hard" skills that typically are very 
marketable in the civilian world, Troop Command units 
often have 100 percent or greater personnel strength. 

Sgt. Earl Justice, Headquarters Company, 121st Engineer ( 
Battalion, uses a heavy-duty forklift to remove a rusted 
automobile frame from the Lower Beaverdam Creek in the 
Anacostia River Basin as a part of the Chesapeake Bay 
cleanup effort. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Billy W. Snyder.) 
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29th AVIATION BRIGADE 
The 29th Aviation Brigade, headquartered in Bel Air, 

provides support to the 29th Infantry Division (Light) in 
all of the primary combat functional areas: intelligence, 
maneuver, firepower, command and control and sus
tainment operations. 

Members of 1st Battalion, 224th Aviation load an OH-6 Loach 
reconnaissance helicopter aboard one of the U.S. Air Force's 
giant C-SA Galaxy transport planes at Dover Air Force Base 
before deploying to the Joint Readiness Training Center at 
Fort Chaffee, Ark. This was the first time the unit shipped 
their aircraft aboard Air Force cargo planes to a training site. 
(Photo by Sgt. Joanne Frazier) 

Brigade units consist of Headquarters and Head
quarters Company (HHC), 29th Aviation Brigade and 

ST ATE MAINTENANCE OFFICE 
The State Surface Maintenance Program is staffed 

with 130 federal technicians skilled as heavy mobile 
equipment and automotive mechanics, machinists, 
welders and metal body workers, painters, can
vas/leather specialists, electronics mechanics, optical 
instrument, artillery and small arms repairers. 

These technicians maintain 22,541 items, with a 
dollar value of $151,365,199. 

The 138 federal civil service technicians working on 
the surface maintenance program earn salaries total
ling more than $3.1 million. 

The Combined Support Maintenance Shop (CSMS), 
the major repair facil ity for the Maryland Army National 
Guard, is located in Havre de Grace, Md. Fifty CSMS 
technicians completed more than 5,250 highly technical 
repair actions and over 2,200 calibration and electronic 
alignment actions during FY 88, in support of all 80 
units of the Maryland Army National Guard. 

The 15 organizational maintenance shops and sub
shops, located in various communities around the state, 
provide the units in their immediate geographical area 
with the routine daily maintenance services and repairs 
required on all types of equipment. The 79 people 
employed in these shops completed in excess of 
11, 171 services and repair actions during FY 88. 

1st Battalion, 224th Aviation , both in Bel Air; the 1st 
Squadron, 158th Reconnaissance in Annapolis; the 
629th Military Intelligence Battalion in Greenbelt; Com
pany F, 224thAviation Maintenance in Edgewood; and 
Company D and Company E, 224th Aviation, both 
located in Sandston, Va. 

During annual training in 1988, the aviation brigade 
formed two task forces. In April, a task force of 320 
men, 30 aircraft and 40 vehicles supported Task Force 
Langley at the Joint Readiness Training Center (JRTC) 
at Ft. Chaffee Ark. This demanding training exercise 
began with a deployment phase that included loading 
the aircraft and soldiers on C-5As at Dover Air Force 
Base, Del. The participants were equipped with state
of-the-art laser generating training devices used to 
record "kills" or injuries. The exercise ended with a 
redeployment to Maryland via C-SA aircraft. 

In late July and early August, the main Aviation 
Brigade Task Force supported the balance of the 29th 
Division at Fort A.P. Hill and Fort Pickett, Va. This 
operational training period concluded with the very suc
cessful Operation Thunderbolt II. During this combined
arms, live-fire exercise, the aviation brigade moved the 
division's light fighters around the battlefield and used 
its AH-1 S Cobra attack helicopters to provide fire 
support. 

Since October 1985, when it was activated with 540 
of its 1, 140 authorized soldiers, the aviation brigade has 
grown steadily to a current strength of more than 1, 100 
soldiers. 

Sgt. 1st Class Charles R. Farmer, employed at the Combin
ed Support Maintenance Shop, inspects an M60 machine 
gun. The CSMS repairs more than 3000 weapons per year. 
(Photo by Lt. Col. James C. Degatina) 

Major accomplishments of the Surface Maintenance 
Program in FY88 include: 

• Fielding of TOW-2 anti-armor missile systems totall
ing more than $1 .63 million in new equipment for 
the 29th Infantry Division. 

• Conversion of four gasoline engine 2-ton trucks to 
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new multifuel diesel engine powerplants to extend 
the useful life of these critical assets. 

• Product Improvement Program (PIP) changes were 
made to eighteen of the 29th Infantry Division, 
M102 Howitzers to extend the life and capabilities 
of these assets. 

• Fielding of several new communications related 
items. 

• Depot level rebuilt programs for 105mm Howitzers, 
90mm Recoiless Rifles and a variety of com
munications and electronics assets, totalling over 
$2 million. 

The reactivation of the 29th Infantry Division in 1985 
still continues to affect the State Surface Maintenance 
Office as this high priority unit continues to receive ad
ditional items of newer modern equipment and turn in 
their older obsolete equipment. 

Sgt. Michael J. Nicholson, an electronic repair technician in 
the Combined Support Maintenance Shop, repairs an FM 
radio from a tactical vehicle. (Photo by Lt. Col. James C. 
Oegatina) 
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POST -MOBILIZATION ST ATE HEADQUARTERS 
The Post Mobilization State Headquarters provides 

liaison between the Maryland Army National Guard and 
the Maryland State Defense Force. 

Prior to mobilization, the post-mobilization section 
coordinates with the Maryland State Defense Force in 
the areas of dependent assistance and training sup
port for the Basic Orientation Course (BOC) given to 
new State Defense Force members. Liaison support to 
all of the Defense Force 's brigade and state head
quarters staff meetings by post-mob representatives 
helps to identify areas of potential support and 
assistance. 

Following mobilization, the post-mob section ensures 
that the transition of the Maryland State Defense Force 
into the Military Department of Maryland is conducted 
in an orderly manner. 

The Maryland State Defense Force is a voluntary 
state organization whose mission as the organized 
militia in the absence of the Maryland Army National 
Guard is: 
a: To maintain law and order, suppress riots or insur

rections and protect life and property. 
b. To help alleviate problems that arise from domestic 

emergencies or natural disasters that may occur 
within the state. 

c. Provide external physical security of key facilities 
when local police or privately-provided protection 
means are inadequate. 

d . Assist federal, state or other local law-enforcement 
agencies in suppressing terrorism. 

e. Provide dependent assistance support to the 
Maryland Army National Guard upon mobilization. 

f. Perform other duties assigned by the governor. 
The State Defense Force is organized into a head

quarters with two brigades. Each brigade consists of 
five companies each. These units have representatives 
assigned to all Maryland Army National Guard 
armories. 

Membership in the State Defense Force is open to 
citizens of Maryland, men and women, who, when join
ing, are not members of an active or Reserve Compo
nent of the U.S. Armed Forces, or have orders to report 
as a member of the mobilization forces. 
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Highlights of the 1988 fiscal year have been: the first 
statewide muster at the Pikesville Military Reservation 
in September in which 260 State Defense Force 
members reported from around the state to participate 
in a day-long exercise to prepare for potential mobiliza
tion; the School Brigade training curriculum has been 
expanded to offer an advanced course and a command 
and general staff course ; the State Defense Force has 
been tasked to assist the Maryland Emergency 
Management and Civil Defense in a task involving ( 
threat analysis of natural and man-made disasters, and 
the State Defense Force has been tasked to assist iden
tifying and cataloguing battle monuments throughout 
the state. 

A Maryland Army National Guard soldier communicates with ( 
his company commander during last spring at the Joint 
Readiness Training Center at Fort Chaffee, Ark. {Photo by 
1st Lt. John Goheen) 
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